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OUR VIEW

Boys in Blue
get their due

VIEWPOINTS FR
A weekly
sampling of what editorial
cartoonists are revealing
about the world around us

Thumbs up to all of those who brought
to fruition the Boy in Blue memorial statue
honoring the area’s Civil War veterans.
The memorial was dedicated last year
shortly after Memorial Day, so this year’s
commemoration marked the first year a ceremony could be
held on the day to honor all veterans who died in service of
their country.
This year the monument was unveiled with the names of
682 local soldiers who served in the Civil War. The names
were engraved in granite by local sculptor Thomas Miller.
It took organizers about five years to resurrect the
monument, a near-replica of the on3 that stood in the same
place from about 1892 to 1935, at which point it was damaged by a storm and then sold for scrap metal.
The group raised about $200,000 for the new memorial,
which includes an impressive fountain and replica sculpture of the original statue of a Civil War soldier holding his
weapon.
It’s not only a fitting and grand memorial to the soldiers
who kept the country together, but it will likely give people
another reason to visit Mankato as a city rich with history.

Detours working well
Thumbs up to drivers and to MnDOT for
making the detours for the Highway 169 project as safe and effective as possible.
Highway 169 between Mankato and St.
Peter has been shut down since April 18 and
will be through the fall, leaving a lot of traffic to take the
designated detour route of Country Road 13, or to take
Highway 22 between the two cities.
As many expected, Highway 22, although not the official
detour, has become the preferred route for many drivers.
MnDOT survey’s show it is carrying 18,000 vehicles a day,
double what it typically carried.
So far, the highway has remained safe, with no crashes
reported. The same is true for County Road 13, with the
exception of a semi-rollover where no one was injured.
MnDOT last summer made safety improvements on
Highway 22 in anticipation of the 169 closure and those
improvements appear to be working. And MnDOT and
the State Patrol report that drivers have been showing
patience and restraint in using the detours.
That’s good news and a credit to MnDOT and to drivers. But the summer has a long way to go and drivers will
need to maintain awareness and patience to prevent tragedies. MnDOT particularly warns drivers to be especially
careful when making turns that bring them across both
lanes of traffic.
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Thumbs up to the folks behind bringing
music legend singer-songwriter James Taylor
to the Verizon Center.
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