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LE CENTER — Charges 
fi led Wednesday allege a Le 
Center woman operated her 
own business while claiming 
to be unemployed in order 
to wrongfully obtain public 
assistance benefi ts.

Shanda Marie Wohlers, 44, 
was charged with a felony 
for unemployment insur-
ance benefi ts fraud, a felony 
for wrongfully obtaining 

assistance, and four felonies 
for perjury Wednesday in 
Le Sueur County District 
Court.

A criminal complaint 
states one charge against 
Wohlers stems from her 
knowingly failing to disclose 
she was self-employed or 
operating her own business, 
Total Surface Restoration 
Services, between May 
2020 and September 2021. 
Le Sueur County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce investigators say she 

was spending income from 
the business on her personal 
debt, while also receiving 
about $35,346 in supplemen-
tal and pandemic unemploy-
ment benefi ts.

A second charge is from 
September 2019 to the 
present, according to the 
complaint, alleging she 
concealed income from the 
business in order to receive 
various public assistance 
benefi ts totaling $17,245. 
She reportedly wouldn’t 

have been eligible for the 
assistance if she truthfully 
reported her income.

On June 15, 2020, and 
May 6, 2022, the complaint 
adds, Wohlers attested she 
was unemployed in formal 
documentation required by 
law. The complaint states 
these were false statements 
because she was operating 
her business at the time and 
didn’t disclose income and 
revenue from it, leading to 
two of the perjury charges.

The third and fourth 
perjury charges are related 
to alleged false statements 
on other required documen-
tation on May 13, 2022, and 
between September 2019 
and February 2022. Wohlers 
reportedly attested her gross 
and net income were “0.00” 
and her business also had no 
income.

Her fi rst appearance in 
court is scheduled for May 2.

Follow Brian Arola @
BrianArola

Le Center woman accused of public aid fraud

HERSTORY
Relative confronted ‘Stonewall’ Jackson

10th Civil War Symposium supports Boy in Blue

By Michael Lagerquist

Special to The Free Press

W
hen she took on the family 
mission of proving stories 
she had grown up hearing 

about her four times great-grand-
mother, Tamara Thayer went to 
Wikipedia.

Because Wikipedia posts are writ-
ten by ordinary people, she actually 
started with the Historical Society 
of Frederick, Maryland, which was 
credited as the author of the post 
her family had a disagreement with.

“When I called them, they said 
it was actually written by one 
member, one person,” Thayer said. 
She will speak about her ancestor, 
Barbara Fritchie, and do so in her 
persona, at the 10th annual “Civil 
War Symposium: The Tide Turns: 
1863” on Saturday at Mankato’s 
Morson-Ario Strand VFW Post 950.

Information she gathered is 
included in her book, “The Mys-
tery of Barbara Fritchie: A True 
Patriot.”

Thayer’s family’s side says that 
Barbara Fritchie stood up against 
Gen. Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson 
in the town of Frederick, which 
served as the site of several battles 
and refuge for both sides during the 
U.S. Civil War. Knowing Jackson’s 
men were tearing down Union 

fl ags, Fritchie reportedly waved the 
fl ag outside of her window.

Maryland was one of the border 
states in regard to approval of 
slavery. As such, injured soldiers 
from both sides were, alternately, 
cared for in Frederick. The split on 
slavery was nearly 50-50, meaning 
tensions always ran high as op-
ponents of actions could be found 
in virtually the same number as 
supporters.

One of Jackson’s men shot a hole 
in the fl ag Fritchie proudly waved. 
Noting her bravery in this defi ant 
act, it is said Jackson ordered his 
men to walk on. This action alleg-
edly weakened his men’s respect for 
him.

Fritchie, who was 96 years old, 
died a short time later, obviously 
well before the Wikipedia posting 
was written. During four trips to 
Frederick to research her ancestor 
and the story that lived in her fam-
ily history, Thayer discovered the 
Wikipedia version was based not on 
fact, but assumptions.

Thayer will become Fritchie when 
he speaks to dispel the version of 
the story that was immortalized in 
a poem by John Greenleaf Whittier 
(where her name was misspelled), 
which concludes:

Barbara Frietchie’s work is o’er,

And the Rebel 
rides on his 
raids no more.

Honor to her! 
and let a tear

Fall, for her 
sake, on Stone-
wall’s bier.

Over Barbara 
Frietchie’s grave

Flag of Free-
dom and Union, 
wave!

Peace and or-
der and beauty 
draw

Round thy 
symbol of light 
and law;

And ever the 
stars above look 
down

On thy stars 
below in Freder-
ick town!

Especially up-
setting to Thayer’s family is that the 
dismissal of Fritchie’s role is based 
on an assumption that because 
nothing is known of Fritchie before 
the age of 30, that she could not 
have had children. Thayer, however, 
has numerous relatives who had 

Michael Lagerquist, special to The Free Press

Tamara Thayer holds a replica of the 34-star U.S. fl ag that her four times great-grandmother, Barbara Fritchie, waved at Gen. Thomas 
“Stonewall” Jackson in Frederick, Maryland, during the Civil War. Research she says proves the authenticity of the story is included in 
her book, “The Mystery of Barbara Fritchie: A True Patriot.”
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BLUE EARTH — An in-
vasive insect species that 
kills ash trees has made its 
way to Faribault County.

The Minnesota De-
partment of Agriculture 
confi rmed Wednesday that 
emerald ash borer larvae 
were found in trees near 
Blue Earth. The discovery 
was made by MDA staff 
while conducting a visual 
survey for EAB at a rest 
area off Interstate 90 
West.

Because this is the fi rst 
time the borer has been 
identifi ed in Faribault 
County, the ag department 
enacted an emergency 
quarantine for the county 
that limits the movement 
of fi rewood and ash mate-
rial.

The state ag department 
has confi rmed the pres-
ence of EAB in 40 Minne-
sota counties.

The borer was fi rst 
discovered in Minnesota 
in 2009. The insect larvae 
kill ash trees by tunneling 
under the bark and feed-
ing on the part of the tree 
that moves nutrients up 
and down the trunk.

A virtual informational 
meeting has been slated 
for Faribault County 
residents and tree care 
professionals. State ag 
experts will give a brief 
presentation 10 a.m. April 
13 and will follow up with 
a question-and-answer 
session.

To register to attend, go 
to: www.mda.state.mn.us/
eab.

The MDA is accepting 
public input on a proposal 
to add Faribault County’s 
emergency quarantine to 
the state’s formal quaran-
tine. Comments on the 
proposed formal quaran-
tine may be submitted 
through May 5. The pro-
posed quarantine language 
can be found at: www.
mda.state.mn.us/eab.

Written comments may 
be submitted to: Kimberly 
Thielen Cremers, Min-
nesota Department of Ag-
riculture, 625 Robert St. 
N., St. Paul, MN 55155; 
or emailed to: kimberly.
tcremers@state.mn.us.

Faribault 
County hit 
with EAB
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Area organizations are 
among the 18 recipients of 
Southern Minnesota Ini-
tiative Foundation Early 
Care and Education Grant 
program.

The grants total 
$194,255 and are expect-
ed to impact more than 
2,600 young children.

Recipients include:
• Children’s Museum 

of Southern Minnesota, 

Mankato — $18,000 to 
train early childhood 
professionals and care-
givers and to provide 
continued support for the 
Early Childhood Dental 
Network and the imple-
mentation of steps needed 
for the organization to be 
an impact partner in the 
region.

• Families First of 
Minnesota — $15,000 to 
support training events 
for families and staff and 

to teach social-emotional 
concepts and language to 
support growth in chil-
dren. The organization’s 
Region Nine offi ce is in 
Mankato.

• YWCA Mankato — 
$10,000 to support its 
New American Families 
program, a program that 
utilizes the Parents as 
Teachers curriculum for 
families new to the United 
States.

• New Ulm ECFE/

School Readiness — 
$14,000 to provide educa-
tional visits and materials 
to child care providers 
and to provide parenting 
presentations to families, 
child care providers and 
educators.

• New Prague Area 
Schools Early Learning 
Program — $17,000 to 
create a fi ve full-day pre-
school program focused 
on students that have 
barriers for school suc-

cess and to create parent 
resource bags.

The Early Care and 
Education Grant program 
helps fund early care 
and education services 
for children up to age 5 
who live in the founda-
tion’s 20-county region. A 
donor-supported founda-
tion, SMIF is based in 
Owatonna and invests for 
economic growth in south-
central and southeastern 
Minnesota.

Foundation awards early care and education grants

New Ulm chooses 
superintendent
NEW ULM — The New 
Ulm Public Schools 
Board has chosen its 
next superintendent.

Sean Koster has been 
named to the position. 
He is currently superin-
tendent of Beacon Acad-
emy in Minneapolis.

Koster will replace 
Supt. Jeff Bertrang who 
is retiring from the 
position at the end of the 
school year after serving 
for 10 years.

Mankato FFA in 
state Top 10
MANKATO — Mankato 
Area Public Schools’ FFA 
chapter was named one 
of the Top 10 chapters in 
the state for the National 
Chapter Award.

The award is given 
to chapters for their 
overall programming and 
events hosted within the 
Building Communities, 
Growing Leaders and 
Strengthening Agricul-
ture categories.

The school district’s 
FFA will fi nd out their 
exact placement in the 
Top 10 at the state con-
vention April 25.

Scouting For Food 
donations up
MANKATO — A 
recent drive sponsored 
by Twin Valley Council 
Boy Scouts of America 
collected the equivalent 
of more than 50,000 
pounds of food dona-
tions.

The amount is up 
from last year’s total of 
47,586, said Raymond 
Brauer, Scout executive/
CEO for Twin Valley 
Council.

The donations will be 
distributed between 20 
food shelves throughout 
south-central Minnesota. 
Area recipients include 
emergency pantries in 
Mankato, Cleveland, 
Gaylord, Janesville, Lake 
Crystal, Mapleton, New 
Ulm, St. Peter, Truman, 
Waseca, Wells-Bricelyn 
and Winthrop-Lafayette.

Scouting for Food’s 
2023 total of 51,373 
pounds includes a cal-
culation for the $2,580 
collected during the 
campaign. Twin Valley’s 
determination that $1 
equals about 12 pounds 
of food is based on a 
calculation on Feeding 
America’s website.

Arts council sets 
public hearing
MANKATO — Prairie 
Lakes Regional Arts 
Council will discuss its 
biennial plans during a 
hybrid public hearing 
6 p.m. today.

The draft plan refers 
to the organization’s 
programs, priorities and 
services to be delivered 
in fi scal years 2024-2026. 
PLRAC, because of its 
designation as a regional 
arts council, is required 
to offer the public meet-
ing.

An in-person option 
to attend will be offered 
at Pioneer Bank, 1450 
Adams St. To request 
registration information 
necessary to attend the 
virtual meeting, send an 
email to: plrac@hickory-
tech.net.

PLRAC’s biennial 
plan draft is available to 
preview on the organiza-
tion’s website.

The arts council’s 
region includes the fol-
lowing counties: Blue 
Earth, Brown Faribault, 
Le Sueur, Martin, Nicol-
let, Sibley, Waseca and 
Watonwan.
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BRIEFS

If You Go
What: 10th 

annual “Civil War 
Symposium: The 
Tide Turns: 1863,” 
hosted by the 
Friends of the Boy 
in Blue Civil War 
Memorial

When: 9 a.m.-
5 p.m. Saturday

Where: 
Morson-Ario VFW 
Post 950, 1900 N. 
Riverfront Drive

Admission: 
Admission at the 
door if space is 
available (will not 
include lunch). 
For information, 
email contact@
boyinblue.org.

Please see AUTHOR, Page B2
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OBITUARIES
Charles "Charlie" A. Vogel

Charles "Charlie" A. Vogel,
age 77, of St. Peter, MN
passed away on Saturday,
February 25, 2023.

A Celebration of his life will
be held at The Red Men Club
in St. Peter, on April 2, 2023,
from 1 - 4 p.m., with a short
Red Men Service at 2 p.m.

He was born in Mankato,
MN on April 9, 1945 to
Ernest and Lucille Vogel, the
fifth of eight children. He was

baptized and confirmed at St. Mary's Catholic Church in St. Pe-
ter. After St. Mary's closed he became a member of the St. Peter
Catholic Church. Charlie attended St. Peter High School, where
he was a member of FFA. He graduated in 1963.

After graduation Charlie continued to work with his father on
the family farm until 1974 when he purchased it from his parents.
He farmed this land until his retirement in 2014.

He married his wife, Kathy on April 24, 1976 at South Blue
Earth Church in Bricelyn, MN. Together they raised their three
children, Cindy, Bryan, and Ann.

Charlie served on the Oshawa Township Board for over 30
years and was an active member of The Red Men Club in St. Pe-
ter for many years.

Charlie will be remembered by his wife, Kathy; children Cindy
(Paul) Krueger of Farmington, MN, Bryan Vogel of St. Peter,
MN, and Ann (Lance) Severin of Nicollet, MN; three grandchil-
dren that brought out the softy in him, Lily, Nathan, and Sara
Krueger; siblings Margaret (Ray) Griep, Don Vogel, Barb (Bill)
Heyn, and Marleen Peacock; sister-in-law Deb (Richard)
Bergsather; many nieces and nephews, great nieces and nephews,
and even great-great nieces and nephews; and many friends and
neighbors.

He is preceded in death by his infant daughter, Sara; parents,
Ernest and Lucille Vogel; brother, Robert (Ila) Vogel; sisters,
Elvera (Barney) Wendelschafer and Evelyn (Milton) Braun; and
brother-in-law, Bill Peacock.

St. Peter Funeral Home assisted with arrangements.
www.saintpeterfuneralhome.com

Donavan Robb
Age 88 died March 16th. A

memorial service will be held
on March 24th at St John the
Baptist Catholic Church, 622
S. Broad St Mankato. The
family will do a meet and
greet at 10 am, with service to
follow at 11am. Donavan do-
nated his body to science.

Donavan was born on Octo-
ber 10th 1934 to William and
Bernadine (Oglesby) Robb.
He is survived by his wife

Carie of 67yrs, 6 children; Theresa Robb, Debra Wingate, David
(Carol) Robb, Bernadine Sila, Daniel Robb, Craig (Teri) Robb. 8
grandchildren and 7 great grandsons. His sister Carol (John)
Benkovich of AK, Nieces, nephews, and many cousins. He is
proceeded in death by his father, mother, stepmother, sister Janet
(Ed) Nelson, brother Frederick Robb.

Ryan Finch
Age 40, of Lake Crystal,

died Sunday 3-19-2023 at
home. Visitation 4-7pm,
Thursday, 3-23-2023 at St.
Joseph Catholic Church, Good
Thunder. Service 10am, Friday,
3-24-2023 at church with
visitation one hour prior. Burial
at a later date.

About 
Obituaries
Personalized obituar-
ies and standard death 
notices published for a fee 
can be submitted online at 
obituaries.mankatofree-
press.com. For assistance, 
please call 507-344-6375.

children well into their 40s.
“I was trying to tell them 

my side, what I’ve heard, 
and they weren’t interested 
even in hearing my side,” 
Thayer said. “They thought, 
no, they don’t want to be 
swayed in the other direc-
tion.”

Thayer said she has found 
additional information to 
counter other claims made 
by the Historical Society, 
including the claim that 
while she purported to be 
an abolitionist she actually 
owned a slave. Thayer’s 
research found that while 
Fritchie did purchase a 
slave, it was pre-arranged 
and the only way that three 
generations of former slaves 
could be reunited.

While Thayer acknowl-
edges it does mean Fritchie 
purchased a slave, “Some-
times you have to do evil for 
the good.”

And as it turns out, and as 
Thayer lays out in her book, 
there were other reasons 
besides protecting the 
reputation of Jackson that 
kept them “throwing more 
roadblocks at me” to dis-
prove the story of Fritchie’s 
defiance.

In this book, Thayer 
shows her exhaustive skills 
as a researcher by mak-
ing statements about her 
ancestor and backing up 
supporting information she 
has found at the Historical 
Society of Frederick as well 
as other objective sources. 
Piecing them together 
brings credibility to her 

family’s long-held beliefs.
One aunt, Thayer said, 

was most indignant with 
the attempts to discredit 
Fritchie. This aunt is named 
“Barbara” in her honor.

Thayer grew up in Farib-
ault where she was active 
in her community and 
church. Among her early 
achievements and awards 
were the WCCO Young 
Achiever’s Award, the 
Faribault Jaycees Outstand-
ing Young Adult Award 
and National 4-H Congress 
winner in leadership. Today 
she gives talks on her books 
and other topics and is a 
freelance ASL interpreter.

Her Indie Excellence 
Books Awards-winning 
book, “A Country Doctor 
Goes to War,” was sparked 
by the chance discovery of 
pictures, letters, artifacts 
and war journal among 
her grandfather’s personal 
belongings.

Dr. Ellsworth “Mike” 
Thayer served on the island 
of Tinian during World War, 
which put him about 1,500 
miles from mainland Japan. 
Among the pictures found 
among his uniform, Thayer 
said, was one that included 
the Enola Gay, the first 
aircraft to drop an atomic 
bomb in warfare.

After the war, he returned 
home and helped provide 
vital health care in Tru-
man, Minnesota. As with 
the story of her four times 
great-grandmother, Thayer 
thought her grandfather’s 
was a story that needed to 
be told.

AUTHOR: Fighting to shed 

light on Fritchie’s story
Continued from Page B1

By Jared Kaufman

Pioneer Press

A new gallery show in 
Northeast Minneapolis 
aims to showcase move-
ment and emotion in 
abstract art.

The exhibition, called 
“Abstract Vibes,” is on 
display at Goza Gallery, 
inside the Northrup King 
Building artists’ complex, 
until mid-April. Goza Gal-
lery was launched last fall 
by four women painters; 
their artist-in-residence is 
St. Paul-based collage artist 

Kristi Abbott.
“As observers, we often 

see or feel (abstract art) dif-
ferently,” said Sue Mooney, 
one of the co-owners of the 
gallery, via email. “When 
we talk about a particular 
piece, your experience may 
be totally different than 
mine. It can really expand 
your imagination, as what 
you see is not stating the 
obvious, like in realism.”

The show opens Friday, 
March 24, with a free 
opening reception from 6 to 
9 p.m. with light snacks and 
beverages. A $5 VIP ticket 

grants first-look access to 
the show from 5 to 6 p.m., 
along with the opportu-
nity to purchase any of the 
artworks in the show before 
it opens to the public.

Abstract Vibes, which 
runs through April 15, 
features art from more 
than 20 Minnesota artists 
including Mooney, Abbott 
and the other Goza Gallery 
co-owners Heather Renaux, 
Linda Clayton and Coreen 
Johnson. Many participants 
are painters, though not 
all: Linda Banning works in 
stained glass. James Nutt, 

an architect by day, is a 
prolific sketch artist. Other 
artists find abstraction in 
wax and pottery. All works 
on display are original and 
for sale, Mooney said.

The gallery is open 
Fridays and Saturdays from 
12 to 4 p.m., as well as a 
bonus Thursday, April 6, 
from 5 to 9 p.m. for the 
Northrup King Building’s 
First Thursdays open 
house. Appointments are 
also available on other days 
until the exhibition closes. 
Entrance is free.

Women-owned gallery explores emotion, abstraction

By Ava Kian

MinnPost

Advocates and com-
munity members gathered 
at the Minnesota Capitol, 
urging legislators to see 
the importance of funding 
urban Indigenous organiza-
tions and improving their 
infrastructures.

They are calling it the 
Clyde Bellecourt Urban In-
digenous Initiative, named 
after Clyde Bellecourt, an 
Indigenous advocate and 
one of the co-founders of 
the American Indian Move-
ment in 1968.

The 16 organizations are 
seeking $136.4 million in 
state funding to construct 
buildings they say will al-
low them to do their work 
more effectively, said Joe 
Hobot, president of the 
American Indian OIC. 

“We are good at what we 
do. We don’t get handouts; 
we have to earn every pen-
ny that is coming through,” 
Hobot said Tuesday at the 
Capitol. “We stretch those 
dollars to the furthest point 
that we possibly can. We 
are experts at doing so 
much with so little. But the 
costs of retrofitting, refur-
bishing or building these 
new buildings just to be 
able to continue to do busi-
ness in the 21st century is 
a tremendous leap forward. 
And in this respect, we 
need assistance.”

At the rally, people who 
work within those organiza-
tions explained the com-
munity’s needs and how the 
organizations are strug-
gling with older buildings 
that limit their abilities.

The proposed bill is 
backed by Gov. Tim Walz. 
He and the bill’s authors, 
Sen. Mary Kunesh, DFL-
New Brighton, and Rep. 
Hodan Hassan, DFL-Min-
neapolis, spoke at the rally.

Kunesh, who is the first 
Native American woman 
to serve in the Minne-
sota Senate, explained how 
Indigenous representation 
was needed to get this bill 
pushed.

“We are educating our 
legislators,” Kunesh said. 
“They don’t know what 
our ancestors have gone 
through, when the land was 
stolen, either through trea-
ties or just stolen outright, 
when our women have 
gone missing and murdered 
at higher rates than any 
other community, when our 
kids are removed and put 
into permanent foster care 
or adopted out genera-

tion after generation after 
generation. This is news 
to a lot of people. They 
don’t understand it. And 
they don’t understand how 
resources have either been 
withheld from our commu-
nities, not invested in, or 
they just don’t even know 
that we need them.”

Explaining the need
Liberty Greene recalled 

growing up in south Minne-
apolis when her mom went 
to many organizations to 
support the family. After 
her home caught fire and 
the family was unhoused, 
her mom went to the Min-
nesota Indian Women’s 
Resource Center and got 
housing for her and her five 
kids, Greene said.

Greene has also partici-
pated in many of the servic-
es of these organizations, 
like the Golden Eagles 
program at the Minneapolis 
American Indian Center.

“(That’s) where I got 
to get enmeshed with my 
traditional culture,” Greene 
said.

The organizations of-
fer services like housing 
support, childcare, food 
shelves, HIV resources and 
cultural programs. Greene’s 
mom went to the American 
Indian OIC, where she 
received help getting her 
GED and then went to 
community college.

The organizations 
outlined their plan for the 
funding during Tuesday’s 
rally. One proposed build-
ing would require $37 
million. It would create an 
American Indian Commu-
nity Center in St. Paul that 
would combine the Montes-
sori American Indian Child 

Care Center, American 
Indian Family Center and 
Interfaith Action and De-
partment of Indian Work.

Currently, the services 
are split between build-
ings into three locations, 
lowering accessibility, said 
LaVon Lee, the leadership 
guide at the Montessori 
American Indian Child 
Care Center.

The American Indian 
Family Center building 
was built in the 1960s and 
doesn’t have the capacity 
for what they are doing, 
said Laura Dorn, the policy 
and research director at the 
center.

“Right now, we’re at 
capacity. We’re doubled 
up in offices. The county 
services that we do have on 
site, they’re getting shoved 
into one office because we 
just need more space, and 
we’re growing with more 
services,” Dorn said.

Other projects include 
the Little Earth Neigh-
borhood Early Learning 
Center, which will bring 
upgrades to the center, like 
HVAC air conditioning in 
the daycare and improve-
ments to make the space 
safer.

“The kids will actually 
be able to go play on the 
playground outside and 
this playground, they’ll be 
safe,” said Joe Beaulieu, the 
executive director of Little 
Earth of United Tribes. 
“Our basement level is like 
a thousand degrees. We 
need a new HVAC system; 
it’s so hot. Just making 
it more comfortable for 
everybody that’s there right 
now.”

Little Earth is also re-
questing funds to renovate 

its subsidized housing 
units, which house around 
1,200 people, 98% of whom 
are Native American, Beau-
lieu said.

Timeline
Walz said while conver-

sations around the funding 
needs have been held at 
the Legislature, this bill is 
the first action that would 
attempt to address invest-
ments holistically.

“What are we going to 
do to provide the resources 
necessary, whether it’s 
around homelessness, 
food security, whether it’s 
dealing with an opioid epi-
demic and health dispari-
ties that impact indigenous 
communities at a rate seven 
times higher,” Walz said at 
the rally.

He has proposed a $2.3 
billion cash capital invest-
ment bill with $200 million 
allocated towards equity 
projects that traditionally 
haven’t been a government 
focus.

“We had an opportunity 
last week to pass a bonding 
bill … We weren’t able to 
do that because that takes a 
supermajority, but we will 
just simply pay for it. If you 
don’t want to support it, 
we will have votes to pass 
it anyway because these 
projects are too important,” 
the governor said. “We 
got seven weeks to the 
end of the session. We can 
truly make transformational 
change in seven weeks, and 
our kids can’t wait another 
year. Our families can’t 
wait for another legislative 
session. This is the one.”

This article wa first 
published by Minnpost: 
https://bit.ly/42s9YPf

Indigenous coalition seeks investments 

Ava Kian, MinnPost

Community members participating in a drum circle before the rally outside the Minnesota State Capitol.

By Paul Walsh

Star Tribune

County highway work-
ers came upon a homicide 
victim’s remains in a plastic 
tote that was abandoned 
along the southern shoreline 
of Lake Mille Lacs, officials 
said.

The victim has been iden-
tified as Rodney Pendegay-
osh Jr., a 25-year-old man, 
Mille Lacs County Sheriff 
Kyle Burton said in a news 
release Wednesday evening.

The maintenance workers 
made the discovery shortly 
before 2 p.m. Tuesday north 
of Onamia in the 14200 

block of Twilight Road, the 
Sheriff’s Office said.

A 21-year-old man from 
nearby Isle was arrested 
later Tuesday in connection 
with the discovery, Burton 
said. Charges are expected 
to be filed Thursday, accord-
ing to the release. The Star 
Tribune generally does not 
identify suspects before they 
are charged.

Pendegayosh lived in 
the Isle area of the county, 
Burton said Wednesday. The 
sheriff said he will provide 
more details once the 
charges are filed.

The workers told 
investigators they initially 

attempted to remove the 
3½-foot-long tote from a 
ditch as part of their routine 
responsibilities.

The Medical Examiner’s 
Office is working to deter-
mine how the man died. 
Burton did say “this appears 
to be a recent homicide.” 
The office is expected to 
release an autopsy Thurs-
day confirming the victim’s 
identity, Burton said.

Burton added that law 
enforcement searched 
“throughout the night 
and into the morning” for 
evidence in two locations in 
the county, an apartment in 
Isle and in a trailer in north 

Kathio Township.
Neither location belongs 

to the man in jail, but “he 
is known to frequent both 
places,” the sheriff said.

“This investigation is 
still very active with many 
moving pieces,” Burton 
said. “We have no indication 
at this point that this was 
a random act of violence, 
and we believe there to be 
a connection between (the 
man under arrest) and our 
victim.”

Joining the Sheriff’s Of-
fice in the investigation are 
the state Bureau of Criminal 
Apprehension and the Mille 
Lacs Tribal Police.

Man arrested after human remains found in tote


