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Breast cancer doesn’twait.
And neither should you – early detection saves lives. The earlier breast cancer is

detected, the easier it is to treat. Mammograms are a screening tool that detect

cancer before symptoms start. With convenient access, it’s time to prioritize your

breast health. If you’re 40 or older, schedule your annual 3D mammogram today.

mayoclinichealthsystem.org/mammo

POLICING

Minneapolis wants proof of 
social media misuse by PD
IN REGION & STATE, B2
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Q: The tune introducing 
the Chit and Chat show 
on KTOE Radio — was 
that written and sung by 
Mankato’s City Mouse?

A: A very good guess, but 
not quite on the mark, ac-
cording to Billy Steiner.

“The ‘Chit and Chat 
Starting the Morning 
Right’ song was recorded 
by the Lost Walleye Orches-
tra,” Steiner said. “Dave 
Pengra, bass and vocals; 
Ronnie Arsenault, vocals 
and guitar; Dale Haefner 
on piano; and yours truly 
on vocals and harmonica. 
And, boy, it was recorded 

quite a while ago.”
All four can be heard 

playing with City Mouse to 
this day.

While Steiner didn’t 
give a guess on how long 
the recording has been in 
existence, he offered a few 
details on the signature 
tune for KTOE’s “Morn-
ing Blend” radio show that 
would suggest the tune is 
probably at least 30 years 
old and could be approach-
ing its 40th birthday.

“Jim Johnson from 

Mankato penned the song 
and we recorded it in the 
studio with Dick Dietz, I 
believe ...,” Steiner said of 
the former employees of 
KTOE and KDOG, now 
Radio Mankato.

Q: Wanna know what the 
new area code is going to 
be in southern Minnesota?

A: Self-described “area 
code guru” Lincoln 
Madison has the answer for 
what number, in the next 
three years or so, will join 
507 at the front of phone 
numbers in these parts.

Madison contacted Ask 
Us Guy after reading the 

column on the looming 
date when southern Minne-
sota’s 507 area code would 
exhaust the last of its avail-
able phone numbers.

Staffers at the Minnesota 
Public Utilities Commis-
sion said they were aware 
that the 507 region of 
Minnesota is projected to 
run out of numbers in the 
second quarter of 2025. 
When the time nears, the 
PUC told The Free Press, 
public opinion will be 
sought on whether to over-
lay another area code on 
top of 507 or, alternatively, 
to divide southern Minne-

sota geographically — with 
one portion transitioning 
to a new area code and 
the other getting the 507 
numbers.

First off, Madison pre-
dicted there would not be a 
geographic split with, say, 
Rochester and points east 
getting a new code and the 
rest of southern Minnesota 
keeping 507.

“They may give pro-
forma consideration to the 
possibility of an area code 
split, but it is pretty much a 
foregone conclusion that it 

KTOE’s ‘Chit and Chat’ song goes back decades

BRIEFS

Woman hurt in crash 
east of Eagle Lake
EAGLE LAKE — A 
20-year-old Rochester 
woman was hospitalized 
with non-life-threatening 
injuries following a crash 
Thursday afternoon east of 
Eagle Lake.

Katee Irene Clough of 
Rochester was eastbound on 
Highway 60 when her 2021 
Hyundai Venue and a 2000 
Jeep Grand Cherokee, which 
was traveling south on 
Highway 60, collided in the 
intersection, according to 
the Minnesota State Patrol.

Clough was transported to 
the Mankato hospital follow-
ing the 3:46 p.m. crash.

The driver of the Jeep — 
James Lee Soulek, 75, of Le 
Center — and passenger 
Susan Irene Soulek, 74, 
of Le Center reported no 
injuries.

All three people involved 
were wearing seatbelts, and 
the airbag on the Hyundai 
deployed.
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MONUMENTAL
 Stenzel’s script part of 

Lincoln Memorial centennial in D.C.

Local Lincoln devotee dives into the memorial’s history

By Edie Schmierbach
eschmierbach@mankatofreepress.com

A 
local man who frequently portrays the na-
tion’s 16th president will be in Washington, 
D.C., today for the centennial celebration 

of a national monument built to honor Abraham 
Lincoln.

Bryce Stenzel will remain in the capital on 
Monday to observe the reading of excerpts from 
a theatrical piece related to the centennial, based 
on his script “Freedom’s Temple: The Lincoln 
Memorial.”

The writing project was pandemic therapy for 
Stenzel, who did most of his research on the Lin-
coln Memorial at his St. Clair home. He had been 
aware the monument’s centennial was approach-
ing and was considering it as a writing topic.

Sheltering in place helped that happen. “It came 
out of necessity. I was cooped up and needed 
something to keep my mind going,” Stenzel said.

Two D.C.-area history organizations are help-
ing fund Stenzel’s travel expenses. The Lincoln 
Group Inc. of the District of Columbia and the 
Civil War Roundtable of the District of Columbia 

Photos by Jackson Forderer, special to The Free Press

A miniature replica of the Lincoln Memorial statue owned by Bryce Stenzel sits in front of a plaque bearing the Gettysburg Address at 
Lincoln Park in Mankato.

Pulled the little pop-up 
camper out this week and 
set it up to get ready for the 
first camping trip after a 
miserable early spring.

After a 
long winter, 
it’s nice to 
step in the 
cozy camper 
and think 
about the 
campfires, 
hiking, bik-
ing, kayaking 
and sightsee-
ing that’s 

ahead as we stay at different 
campgrounds.

Interest in camping has 
soared in recent years. 
That’s good to see because 
it’s great recreation that can 
be enjoyed by young cou-
ples, families with younger 
kids, or empty nesters.

But the growth in camping 
has thrown a wrench into 
the ability to camp.

Any camper knows that 
starting a few years ago it’s 
been tougher to reserve a 
campsite anywhere.

One of the joys of camp-
ing always was it could be a 
spur-of-the-moment thing. If 
the weather looked good for 
the weekend ahead and you 
had no other commitments, 
you could take the camper 
or tent to a resort or camp-
ground for a few days.

Or you could head out 
somewhere for a week or 
more and simply drive 
until you found an area that 
looked interesting and pull 
into a campground and, 
more often than not, get a 
site.

No more.
Most state parks, private 

campgrounds and other 
public camping sites are 
booked full or nearly full sev-
eral months or a year out. 
Minnesota state parks used 
to leave a certain number of 
campsites non-reservable for 
people who were traveling 
and needed a place to pull in 
and camp for a night or two.

But their sites are all now 
reservable — in fact all sites 

Camping’s 
popularity 
makes it 
tougher 

The Associated Press

REDWOOD FALLS — 
A partial skull that was 
discovered last summer by 
two kayakers in Minnesota 
will be returned to Native 
American officials after 
investigations determined it 
was about 8,000 years old.

The kayakers found the 
skull in the drought-depleted 
Minnesota River about 110 
miles west of Minneapolis, 
Renville County Sheriff 
Scott Hable said.

Thinking it might be relat-
ed to a missing person case 
or murder, Hable turned 
the skull over to a medical 
examiner and eventually to 
the FBI, where a forensic 
anthropologist used carbon 
dating to determine it was 
likely the skull of a young 
man who lived between 
5500 and 6000 B.C., Hable 
said.

“It was a complete shock 
to us that that bone was that 
old,” Hable told Minnesota 
Public Radio.

The anthropologist 
determined the man had a 
depression in his skull that 
was “perhaps suggestive of 
the cause of death.”

After the sheriff posted 
about the discovery on 
Wednesday, his office was 
criticized by several Native 
Americans, who said pub-
lishing photos of ancestral 
remains was offensive to 
their culture.

Hable said his office 

Skull in 
river was 
8,000 
years old
To be turned 
over to tribe

Ask Us

TIM
KROHN
The Free Press

Bryce Stenzel, dressed as Abraham Lincoln, stands near Mankato’s Boy 
in Blue Monument. Stenzel wrote a script that provides information about 
the design and construction of the Lincoln Memorial. Excerpts will be read 
Monday at a Washington, D.C., event.

More Information
What: Virtual reading of “Freedom’s Temple: The Lincoln 
Memorial.”

When: 3 p.m. Monday.

Cost: Free.

To view reading, go to: us02web.zoom.us/j/73777333091?
pwd=V05ZQm9iSDlLSHcvSk4zYTJuMGpidz09.

Please see SKULL, Page B3

Please see ASK US, Page B3

Please see KROHN, Page B3

Please see SCRIPT, Page B3
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County State Aide Highway (CSAH) 26 Reconstruction

Project Open House Notification

Blue Earth County Public Works is currently working on the road design
and environmental review process for reconstructing CSAH 26 from
CSAH 57 (N. Riverfront Dr.) to Premier Dr. The project will improve safety
by widening the roadway, adding turn lanes, flattening ditch slopes and
adding pedestrian facilities. The project will provide a smooth 10 ton
per axle route to better serve residents and businesses. Drainage will
be improved by adding concrete curb and gutter, reshaping ditches and
replacing deteriorated drainage pipes/tiles.

Blue Earth County Public Works is hosting an open house from 4:00 PM
to 5:45 PM on, Tuesday, May 24, 2022 at the Blue Earth County Public
Works Office located at 35 Map Drive, Mankato.

The purpose of the open house is to share the planning work done so far
and solicit any comments you may have. County Engineering staff and
Bolton & Menk consultant engineering staff will be on hand to discuss the
project with you and answer any questions.

For further information or if you have questions, please contact Blue Earth

County Public Works at 507-304-4025.

Ryan Thilges, P.E.
Public Works Director

Blue Earth County Highway Department

Honor the memory of your departed loved ones on a special 

Memorial Day page appearing in The Free Press on 

Monday, May 30, 2022.

To place an “In Memoriam” notice, please complete the following 
and return all before the deadline as instructed below.

The following is required but will not be in the Memorium:

MEMORIAM STANDARD FORM:

Name of Person
Placing Ad ___________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________

Telephone ___________________________________________________________

Email _____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________ In loving memory of

our/my ________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

who passed away ________________________________________________

Sadly missed by _________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Was Deceased a Veteran? (Check One)    ❑ Yes     ❑ No
Veterans will have an (*) placed by their last name.

(Last Name)

(State Relationship)

(Full Name)

(City and State)

(Date)

20222022

PLEASE NOTE:  Completed Memorial Day forms with payments must be either mailed to the address shown above, 
or you can drop off the completed form with payment in the drop box located to the right side of our door.

OR E-MAIL TO:
classified@mankatofreepress.com

All info requested above must be included along 
with original photo and poem.

MAIL FORM & PHOTOS TO

Memoriams
418 South Second Street

Mankato, MN 56001

The Free Press
MEDIA

DEADLINE: MONDAY, MAY 23

Standard Form.................................................................................................................. $10.00

OPTIONS - CHECK ALL THAT APPLY

❑ Add a flag graphic ....................................................................................................$3.00

❑ Add a photo (include with form)................................................................................$4.00

❑ Add a poem (include with form) ................................................................................$4.00

TOTAL DUE (Add together the Standard $10 plus options selected) $ _______

Make checks payable to "The Free Press".

If you wish to have your photo returned, please include a self-addressed stamped envelope.

will in fact be an overlay,” 
Madison wrote to Ask 
Us Guy. “Simply put, the 
last area code split in the 
United States was in 2007; 
since then, it has been all 
overlays.”

So, that means people 
seeking a new phone 
number in southern Min-
nesota in about three years 
will likely see a new area 
code at the beginning of 
the number. And people 
making calls, even local 
ones, will have to dial all 
10 numbers because the 
phone system won’t be able 
to assume every seven-digit 
number in this part of the 
state is a 507 number.

Now, as for what the new 
area code will be — drum 
roll, please ... .

Actually, in this case — 

dial tone, please ... .
924!
Madison clearly explains 

the reasoning behind his 
prediction, but it’s sort of 
complicated and involves 
eliminating options for a 
variety of reasons.

“That leaves you with 
only two possibilities, 924 
or 958,” Madison conclud-
ed. “958 is a ‘code of last 
resort,’ because it is used 
in many places for network 
testing. That leaves you 
with one obvious candi-
date, 924.”

Contact Ask Us at The 
Free Press, 418 S. Second 
St., Mankato, MN 56001. 
Call Mark Fischenich at 
344-6321 or email your 
question to mfi schenich@
mankatofreepress.com; put 
Ask Us in the subject line.

ASK US: Area code overlay 
of 924 most likely outcome
Continued from Page B1

removed the post.
“We didn’t mean for it to 

be offensive whatsoever,” 
Hable said.

Hable said the remains 
will be turned over to 
Upper Sioux Community 
tribal offi cials.

Minnesota Indian Affairs 
Council Cultural Resources 
Specialist Dylan Goetsch 
said in a statement that 
neither the council nor the 
state archaeologist were 
notifi ed about the discov-
ery, which is required by 
state laws that govern the 
care and repatriation of Na-
tive American remains.

Goetsch said the Face-
book post “showed a 
complete lack of cultural 
sensitivity” by failing to 
call the individual a Native 
American and referring 
to the remains as “a little 

piece of history.”
Kathleen Blue, a profes-

sor of anthropology at 
Minnesota State Univer-
sity, said Wednesday that 
the skull was defi nitely 
from an ancestor of one of 
the tribes still living in the 
area, The New York Times 
reported.

She said the young man 
would have likely eaten a 
diet of plants, deer, fi sh, 
turtles and freshwater 
mussels in a small region, 
rather than following mam-
mals and bison on their 
migrations.

“There’s probably not 
that many people at that 
time wandering around 
Minnesota 8,000 years ago, 
because, like I said, the gla-
ciers have only retreated a 
few thousands years before 
that,” Blue said. “That pe-
riod, we don’t know much 
about it.”

SKULL: Sheriff criticized
Continued from Page B1

require advanced reserva-
tions — with people able to 
reserve up to four months 
in advance.

So much for spontaneity.
We need a lot more 

campsites at private, city, 
county, state and national 
campgrounds.

Tracking the number of 
campsites in the state or 
country isn’t easy. But avail-
able information shows the 
number of sites on public 
lands has remained fairly 
stagnant over the past de-
cade, even as the number of 
campers has surged. A 2019 
study by the National Park 
Service found that Ameri-
can campers’ most common 
frustration is the diffi culty 
of fi nding a place to camp.

There are more campsites 
popping up on sites similar 
to Airbnb, where private 
landowners create a site or 
a few sites on their property 

that people can camp at. 
It might just be a place to 
park your camper or pitch 
a tent on a mowed lawn 
behind a barn, or a more 
upgraded site with power 
and water hookups.

There are several web-
sites, including a site called 
Hipcamp, that show a 
variety of sites on private 
properties around Minne-
sota.

The jump in camping be-
gan happening prior to the 
pandemic but surged more 
in 2020 when other forms 
of leisure activities were 
unavailable. In 2020 camp-
ing jumped from 20-80% at 
state and national parks.

And last year, an addition-
al 8 million people took up 
camping for the fi rst time.

Fortunately, camping is 
being enjoyed by a more 
diverse demographic. Last 
year, 40% of fi rst-time 
campers said they identify 
as Black, Indigenous or as 

a person of color. Hispan-
ics are a large share of new 
campers.

As is always fun to do, 
we can blame youngsters 
for making it harder for us 
oldsters to fi nd a campsite. 
KOA reports that millenni-
als have taken up camping 
at an unprecedented rate, 
making that search for an 
available campsite harder 
than ever.

While it’s tougher to lock 
down a campsite, I’m glad 
to see more people enjoying 
getting out in a tent, pop-
up, small camper or big RV.

It’s a great way to enjoy 
the outdoors and meet new 
people in a relaxed atmo-
sphere where much of the 
divisiveness and stress in 
today’s society evaporates 
into the smoke of a camp-
fi re.

Tim Krohn can be con-
tacted at tkrohn@manka-
tofreepress.com or 507-720-
1300.

KROHN: Campsite reservations in demand
Continued from Page B1

are co-sponsors of the vir-
tual reading of the play.

Monday’s 3 p.m. event 
is the fi rst presentation 
of a script that provides 
key background informa-
tion about the design and 
construction of the memo-
rial, as well as its evolving 
meaning.

Throughout the 100 years 
since its dedication, the 
memorial has served as 
America’s public square, 
where people gather to 
demand inclusion in that 
union, according to the 
centennial website.

Stenzel, who recently 
joined the Civil War Round-
table group, or CWRTDC, 
said he’d not been expect-
ing the honor of having 
his script become part of a 
national centennial event.

“Through our talks they 
found out I do this kind of 
work ... I showed it to them 
and now here we are.”

“Freedom’s Temple: The 
Lincoln Memorial” is pro-
duced by Lincoln Group’s 
vice president of special 
programs Debbie Jackson 
and directed by KenYatta 
Rogers.

The play provides behind-
the-scenes insights too of-
ten unknown or overlooked.

“The script gave me an 
opportunity to use theater 
to help tell the various 
stories of people who lived 
real lives and made real 

choices that resulted in hav-
ing a monument in the fi rst 
place,” Jackson said. 

“Kurt DeSoto of the 
Civil War Round Table of 
D.C. brought the script 
to my attention and was 
instrumental in shaping it 
to tell the stories. I knew 
that KenYatta Rogers — a 
renowned actor, director 
and now theater professor 
— would be masterful in 
presenting the material in 
an effective, entertaining 
and enlightening manner, 
so we’re thrilled he’s part of 
the project.

“Rogers is also keen on 
bringing an inclusive and 
African American sensibil-
ity to the project. Already, 
he’s planning to use a 
diverse set of actors, some 
seasoned, some students 
that will bring a vitality to 
the words and messages.”

“I love the title of the 
play ‘Freedom’s Temple,’” 
Rogers said, adding that 
the memorial symbolizes 
everyone’s right to be fully 
recognized and seen. 

The use of Zoom as an 
instrument of creation 
worked well for cross-coun-
try communications with 
Stenzel, he said.

Rogers, who is a college 
professor as well as an ac-
tor/director, has enlisted a 
mixture of young students 
and seasoned actors for 
Monday’s virtual reading.

The cast will read with 

editorial assistance from 
Jackson and CWRTDC 
president DeSoto.

In keeping with the play’s 
theme of diversity, Rog-
ers’ cast of actors are not 
monochromatic nor mono-
gender.

Rogers said the memorial 
has been used as a source of 
inspiration and aspiration 
that allows us to see “the 
American dream is possible 
if we course correct.”

Key characters include 
the designers and builders, 
as well as contralto Marian 
Anderson, a Black woman 
who sang outdoors at the 
memorial to an audience 
of 75,000 on April 9, 1939. 
The location for her perfor-
mance was chosen after the 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution refused to host 
Anderson in its Constitu-
tion Hall.

Another actor will portray 
Robert Moton, the sole 
African American speaker 
at the dedication that took 
place during the Jim Crow 
era of legalized segrega-
tion. The remarks Moton 
prepared were censured as 
“too radical” by the dedica-
tion’s organizers.

Jackson said she’s excited 
to see the monthslong col-
laboration with Rogers and 
Stenzel wrapping up and 
coming to fruition.

“We came in with dif-
ferent perspectives and 
worked together to see 

what can be done to get 
across the meaning.”

The memorial and its 
evolving history and mean-
ing made for a good script. 
The man it memorializes 
also is a good topic, Stenzel 
said.

“Lincoln was the fi rst 
president to be assassi-
nated; that created a lot of 
emotion in the country.”

At fi rst, the memorial was 
emphasized as tribute to 
Lincoln as the preserver of 
the Union. Its promoters 
downplayed the president’s 
role in freeing slaves.

There are no immediate 
plans for other presenta-
tions of the work. But 
curious area residents may 
visit with Stenzel about his 
script on May 30, which 
is not only Memorial Day 
2022 but the actual centen-
nial date for the Lincoln 
Memorial.

Stenzel will participate in 
Memorial Day ceremonies 
at the Boy in Blue Monu-
ment, Mankato’s memorial 
to area Civil War veterans. 
He’s active in area histori-
cal societies and reenactors 
groups. There’s a good 
chance he’ll be seen at a 
local event dressed up as 
Abraham Lincoln.

Stenzel does not see him-
self as an Abraham Lincoln 
double.

“He was 6’ 4”, I am 6’2”... 
and he was gaunt,” Stenzel 
said.

“I’ve been interested in 
Lincoln since I was a little 
boy. I was impressed by his 
honesty, fairness and com-
passion ... and that he came 
from a humble background.

“He is the epitome of the 
American dream.”

SCRIPT: 
Stenzel’s 
pandemic 
project

Continued from Page B1

Jackson Forderer, special to The Free Press

Bryce Stenzel’s watch is a replica of Abraham Lincoln’s watch. This 
Memorial Day will be the 100th anniversary of the Lincoln Memorial in 
Washington, D.C.

Debbie 
Jackson

KenYatta
 Rogers
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