
Fog and smoke from a cannon covered part of the Park Hill of Pvtl AIIM,rt Woolson was held. (SUbmltted) 
Cemetery where a ceremony marking the final resting place 

TRF family shares ties with last 
Union Civil War veteran 

Pvt. Albert Woolson 

by David Hill 
Editor 

Last June, the Sons of 
Union Veterans of the Civil 
War honored Pvt. Carl 
Fromm, who according to 
their records, was the last 
Union Civil War veteran to 
die in Pennington County. 

There have been .a lot of 
these ceremonies across 
Minnesota this summer. Be• 
ginning in 2003, the Sons of 
Union Veterans of the Civil 
War (SUVCW) embarked on 
the Last Soldier Project, now 
the Last Unio n Veteran 

Project. The purpose of the 
project is to locate and ap­
propriately mark the final 
resting place of the last Civil 
War soldier buried in each 
county/parish and in each 
state of-this great country. 

It was around this time 
they were honoring Pvt. 
Carl Fromm in Pennington 
Gounty that Sherry Soren­
son of Thief River Falls 
learned that one uf her rel�­
tives, Pvt. Albert W11olson, 
would be honored as the last 
Union veteran buried in St. 
Louis County. Woolson was 
the last Union Civil War sol• 
dier buried in the u:·s. 

On Aug. 12, two cere­
monies were conducted in 
St. Louis County, on.e at 
Park Hill Cemetery in Du• 
luth, and a: second ceremony 
at the St. Louis County 
Depot where a statue stands 
honoring Pvt. Albert Woo1-
son. 

Soren$on, an amateur 
family historian, said she 
had been. �ware of Pvt. 
Woolson. She never met 
him, but added t:hat her 
mother did when she was 
pregnant with her. Sorenson 
traveled to the events in Au­
gust with her sister Marie 
.Sorenson Bregier of West 
Fargo, N.D., and Iris Chap­
man, who grew up in Thief 
River Falls, but lives in 
Hillsboro, Ore. Chapman's 

mother is a sister to Soren• 
son's mother. 

According to what Soren­
son kmiws, Woolson was 
born in 1850, but told re­
cruiters his birthday was 
184 7 so that he could join 
the 1st Minnesota. He was 
14. Someone may have fig•
ured it out as Woolson was
assigned to be a drummer in
the 1st Minnesota Heavy Ar­
tillery Regiment. The 1st
Minnesota had a cannon,
which is, wh¥ a cannon was
fired dqring the ceremony.
Sorenson said she also be­
lieves Woolson learned to
play the fife, a kind of flute
with sbdinger holes.

In 1956_, a monument of 
Woolson was erected in Get-

tysburg as a memotW. to the 
Grand Army of the Republic. 
A twin statue is on display 
:outsid� the St. Louis County 
Depot in downtown Duluth, 
which is where the second 
ceremony was COEducted. 

According to records, 
Woolson was born in 
Antwerp, New York, to 
WiUard P. Woolson (1811-
1862) and Caroline Baldwin. 
He claimed to be born on 
Feb. U, 1847, but his entry 
in the 1850 United States 
census Usts him as born in 
1850. He returned to Min­
nesota where he was a car­
penter. He died on Aug. 2, 
1'956, making him f06 at 
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this ls the 
_statue of 
PvJ. Albert 
Woolson, 
the!asl 
Civil War 
soldier 
burled In 
the U.S. It Is 
located at 

, the St. 
Louts 
Coumy 
0.pot. 
(Submitted) 




