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MANKATO — Mankato 
Area Public Schools is 
leaning towards asking 
voters to approve a capi-
tal improvement bond 
referendum this fall, 
Board Chair Shannon 
Sinning said this week.

This comes as the 
district is conducting a 

telephone poll to gauge 
public support for either 
an operational refer-
endum, which would 
increase the per pupil 
amount of funding, and/
or the bond referendum, 
which would fund facility 
upgrades.

The district said this 
time around, the poll 
will ask registered voters 
within the school dis-

trict’s boundaries more 
questions to focus on the 
latter.

The facility upgrades in 
question include secure 
entrances to several 
schools in the district.

The district could also 
ask voters about building 
a pool for Mankato West 
swimmers and provid-
ing additional funding 
for upgrades to schools 

like West and child care 
related projects.

“It’s been almost a 
decade since we’ve had 
a capital improvement 
bond, a signifi cant one, 
so there’s some things 
that really need to be 
worked on with some of 
these buildings, and it’s 
just been long enough 
and we need to address 
them sooner than later,” 

Sinning said.
While Sinning said an 

operational referendum 
isn’t off  the table yet, he 
said they are looking at 
how recent funding sce-
narios play out.

Those include gauging 
the impact of their recent 
$9.2 million budget 
adjustment, which board 
members will fi nalize 
at their Tuesday board 

meeting, waiting to see 
what enrollment will 
look like and measuring 
the impact of the Legisla-
ture’s education funding 
on the school.

“Those are the three 
main things. Once we see 
how those play out the 
next year and 18 months, 
we’ll have a great idea of 

School district leaders leaning toward referendum

Civil War soldiers to get fresh

 HEADSTONES

Organizations come together on veteran history
By Michael Lagerquist
Special to The Free Press

R
oger Huff man and his fi rst 
cousin once removed, 
Elaine Oman, have been 

partners in researching the fam-
ily history for years.

They grew up hearing about 
an ancestor, Peter A. Lentz, his 
service in the U.S. Civil War and 
death shortly aft er the war at age 
33.

It’s not likely they ever imag-
ined having the opportunity to 
attend his funeral.

Lentz was buried shortly aft er 
his death in 1865. Huff man 
manages Lentz’s Find-A-Grave 
website and was contacted by 
Julie Schrader, who was seeking 
the location of graves of soldiers 
from the Civil War in Blue Earth 
County.

“When she saw the grave 
marker was broken, she sug-
gested that I apply for a new one 
from the VA (Veterans Asso-
ciation),” Huff man writes. He 
was familiar with the process, 
having helped his mother-in-
law apply for one in Pittsburgh. 
Huff man lives in Philadelphia.

Working with The Sons of 
Union Veterans of the Civil War 
(SUVCW), 1st Lt. Peter A. Lentz 

will have his new headstone 
dedicated during a ceremony 
at 7 p.m. Monday at Glenwood 
Cemetery in Mankato. Huff man 
plans to attend.

Also to be honored with a 
new headstone in a separate 
ceremony is Corp. James Poole, 
who is also buried in Glenwood 
Cemetery. This commemora-

tion is a common practice for 
SUVCW, with the help locally of 
Schrader, the Boy in Blue Civil 
War Memorial and the Anthony 
Wayne Chapter of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution.

“There are current 8,500-plus 
Civil War veterans buried in 
Minnesota who are registered 
in the Sons of Union Veterans 
National Database,” according 
to Jim Johnson of the Wisconsin 
Sons of Union Veterans of the 
Civil War. “There are thousands 
more we are working to ‘dis-
cover.’”

The SUVCW is the legal suc-
cessor of the Grand Army of the 
Republic (GAR), which is the 
largest Union Civil War veter-
ans’ organization, according to 
information from Johnson. They 
cooperate in honoring all those 
who have patriotically served 
the U.S. in any war.

“The Order participates with 
other organizations in the 
proper observance of Memo-
rial Day (May 30th), which was 
established by the GAR in 1868, 
seeks out and marks the graves 
of Civil War veterans; observes 
the care and upkeep of Civil 
War Memorials and brings any 

Courtesy Roger Huffman

By Jerome Wirtz
jwirtz@mankatofreepress.com

ST. PETER — St. Peter Po-
lice are warning residents 
to take extra care aft er 
responding to numerous 
vehicle break-ins in the 
past two days and a pair 
of house break-ins. 

In some cases, vehicle 
windows were broken 
when items of value 
were visible through the 
window. Cars that were 
broken into have been 
parked both on the street 
and in open garages.

The vehicle robberies 
have no pattern in regard 
to location and are not re-
lated to one specifi c area 
in St. Peter.

In addition to the 
vehicle robberies, two 
house robberies also 
occurred Thursday night 
and early Friday morning 
where suspect(s) entered 
the private residences by 
cutting through window 
screens. The suspects 
stole money and jewelry 
from the homes.

St. Peter Chief of Police 
Matt Gruchow said in a 
press release that both 
houses were occupied at 
the time of the robberies, 
and urged residents to 
keep doors and windows 
closed and secure.

The St. Peter Police are 
investigating the series 
of crimes, and encourage 
anyone with surveillance 
footage to submit it to 
them. If you have seen 
something suspicious or 
suspicious behavior, spe-
cifi cally between 9 p.m. 
on June 15 and 4 a.m. on 
June 16, you can contact 
the St. Peter Police at 507-
931-1550.

St. Peter 
police 
warn of 
break-ins
Some houses
entered with 
residents inside

BRIEFS
Finstad staffer 
attacked in D.C.
WASHINGTON — A mem-
ber of Rep. Brad Fins-
tad’s staff  was attacked 
at gunpoint blocks from 
the U.S. Capitol building 
Wednesday, the congress-
man said in a statement 
Friday. 

The staff er was attacked 
outside of his residence 
by an armed gunman 
aft er Wednesday’s Con-
gressional Baseball Game 
for Charity.

“I thank the D.C. Met-
ropolitan Police Depart-
ment for their quick 
response and their at-
tention to this incident,” 
Finstad’s statement said 
in part.

The statement did not 
identify the staff er, but 
Finstad said he will be 
able to make a full re-
covery and the extent of 
his physical injuries was 
minor.

Highway 14 detour 
modifications slated

NEW ULM — Traffi  c de-
tour modifi cations for the 
Highway 14 construction 
project will go into eff ect 
Monday.

The traffi  c modifi cation 
will involve the clos-
ing a stretch of existing 
Highway 14 between 
Courtland and the MPM 
quartzite quarry driveway 
near New Ulm.

Through traffi  c will not 
have access to the aff ect-
ed area until some time in 
late August.

Highway 14 project in-
formation, detour maps, 
construction updates, a 
one-minute video to view 
the planned improved 
changes, and other videos 
is available at: www.dot.
state.mn.us/d7/
projects/14newulmto
nmankato/index.html.

The Free Press

Man arrested after
UTV rollover
ROCHESTER — A woman 
was injured and a man 
was arrested aft er a UTV 
rollover crash.

A 48-year-old woman 
from Lewiston was a pas-
senger on the Polaris and 
suff ered non-life threat-
ening injuries.

Deputies arrested the 
driver of the Polaris, 
44-year-old Darren Ca-
fourek of Rochester, on 
suspicion of DWI.

Post-Bulletin (Rochester)

Courtesy Julie Schrader
A new headstone for James Poole, a Civil War 
soldier buried in Glenwood Cemetery, will be 
dedicated in a two-part ceremony Monday. A 
replacement headstone for Peter Lentz will also 
be dedicated.

Left: Roger Huffman and his family thought they knew about their relative, 
Peter Lentz, who served in the U.S. Civil War. During research done while 
replacing a new headstone for his grave at Mankato’s Glenwood Cemetery, 
however, some of that information was contradicted.

Courtesy Julie Schrader
When it was discovered that Civil War soldier Peter Lentz’s headstone (photo 
at right) was in great disrepair, members of the Boy in Blue committee of 
Mankato set about getting a replacement. The new one (photo at left) will 
be dedicated in a ceremony Monday evening in Glenwood Cemetery.

Please see HEADSTONES, Page B3

Please see SCHOOLS, Page B2

Free Press alerts

You can get free text 
alerts via text alert ser-
vice by The Free Press.

Just go to www.manka-
tofreepress.com/textalert 
to sign up. 
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Community Businesses and  Community Businesses and  
ProfessionalsProfessionals

PAINT PROS
35 yrs. Experience   

507-382-9054

Fully Insured, Interior and Exterior, Ceilings, 
Decks, Texture, Total Exterior Repaints, 
Sheetrock Repair, Interior Specialists, 

Lowest Prices, Top Quality Work.   
Genesis (507) 491-2718

Commercial and Residential

Construction 
Services

Family Owned • FREE Quotes

• Framing

• Flooring

• Siding 
• Drywall 23 Years Experience

507-387-7846

Lawnmower, ATV, 
Scooter, Motorcycle 

Service & Repair
all makes & models

Free Pick up & Delivery

MICHEL’S SMALL
ENGINE SERVICE

In 
business
over 30 

years 

JOHN WEINANDT
CONSTRUCTION LLC
New construction, remodel, 

additions, garages, siding, 
windows, trim, decks, 

handyman service.

507-382-6724
Lic. #BC639858

CUSTOM RAILINGS
& INSTALLATION

OTIS IRONWORK
507-995-3745

Serving 
Greater Mankato, 
North Mankato, 
Madison Lake, 
Lake Crystal

Business #507-327-7229 call or text is fine!

• Decorative Rock
• Sand
• Gravel
• Mulch
• Dirt
• Sod
• Flagstone
• Boulders, Also Accent 

Boulders
• Pavers
• Retaining Wall Block
• Kasota Stone
• Edging
• Felt & Poly 

Underlayment’s

Landscape Supplies
Your locally owned landscape 

company since 1989

800 N. Riverfront Drive
Mankato, MN 56001

507-625-4281

Servicing All of Minnesota

Materials available with 
delivery and installations. 

Or you can pick up 
at our location. 

• Deck Refinishing 
and Repair 

• Power Washing 

• Interior and Exterior 
(Houses, Decks, Sheds, Barns) 

Painting & Staining

• Fences

• Ceilings 

• Cement Patios 

Senior Discounts!

John’s Painting & 
Deck Refinishing

Residential/
Commercial 

In Business Since 1997
Quality Work

 Reasonable Rates 
Insured

507-380-7945

Infinite Coatings LLC
Epoxy Floors, Concrete Sealers, 

Shotblasting, Grinding, 
Interior/Exterior Painting, Staining

Free Estimates

Call Wade at 507-720-6592
Licensed & Insured

Stay posted on the areas Stay posted on the areas 
top businesses and services.top businesses and services.

Are you interested in showcasing your business in our Service Directory? Call or email Shelby today! 507-344-6339 • slevos@mankatofreepress.com

Tree trimming, cutting 
and removal.

Call Josh Linder
Call or text 507-995-7081

Boom truck
and 

insured. 

PAINT PROS
35 yrs. Experience   

507-382-9054

Fully Insured, Interior and Exterior, Ceilings, 
Decks, Texture, Total Exterior Repaints, 
Sheetrock Repair, Interior Specialists, 

Lowest Prices, Top Quality Work.   

•Sod
•Snow Removal
•Mulch

•Lawn Care
•Black Dirt
•Tree Trimming

Call Today for a Free Estimate! 

GreenCraftersMankato.com

Genesis (507) 491-2718
Commercial and Residential

Outdoor Services 

Family Owned • FREE Quotes

• Landscape / Design
• Fence 
• Drain Tile 
• Grading 
• Paver Patio 
• Concrete 
• Decks 
• Retaining Walls 
• Gardens

23 Years Experience

Construction

FREE 
Estimates

Tear-off  Reroof
Roof Repairs - New
BC. 20634311

Thomas Morsching
Call 507-330-1779

Licensed & 
Insured

Thomas Morsching Construction LLC

Adding new life to your home
Senior Discounts Apply

Interior / Exterior
Residential / Commercial

(507) 241-0224

Fully Insured and Licensed - Lic. # BC580092
“Our Business Depends on Your Satisfaction”

www.mankatolandshapes.com

Tree Service
• Tree Trimming • Tree Removal

• 70’ Bucket Truck • Stump Grinding
Certified Arborist 

507-625-6044
60505 216th St.
Eagle Lake, MN

• Interior • Exterior • Decks • Porches 
• Sheds • Barns • Doors • Cabinets 

• Closets • Windows/Trim

Painter Joe’s, LLC.
Residential/Commercial Painting

Any Room, Any Style • Fully Insured
Call or Message for FREE Estimates

507-351-0811 painterjoes10@gmail.com

PAINT PROS
35 yrs. Experience   

507-382-9054

Fully Insured, Interior and Exterior, Ceilings, 
Decks, Texture, Total Exterior Repaints, 
Sheetrock Repair, Interior Specialists, 

Lowest Prices, Top Quality Work.   

• Fencing
• Sodding & Seeding
• Retaining Walls: 

Boulder, Block, Limestone 
• Paver stone walks, driveways, patios
• Lake Shore Restorations
• Decorative Rock, Edging, 

Shrub Installation
• Construction & Storm repair of  

lawn etc
• Tree Trimming, Removal & 

Stump Grinding 
• Concrete Work 
• Landscaping Concrete Curbing
• Bob cat service and grading
• Outdoor Kitchens and Living Spaces
• Erosion Control
• Black Dirt, Decorative Rock, Sand, 

Gravel & Mulch

Landscaping & Supplies 
Commercial & Residential

Locally Owned Since 1989

800 N. Riverfront Drive
Mankato, MN 56001

507-625-4281

Servicing All of Minnesota

(FREE ESTIMATES)

Boulders available with 
delivery and installations. Or 

you can pick up at our location. 

failure to do so to the atten-
tion of the proper authorities,” 
their documents state.

Monday’s ceremony at 
Glenwood Cemetery is open to 
veterans, those with an inter-
est in Civil War history and the 
general public. Wearing Civil 
War attire is encouraged. The 
family has requested that the 
Boy in Blue Civil War Memo-
rial folks assist SUVCW with 
the ceremony.

Lentz was originally buried 
in Old Pioneer Cemetery. 
When it was abandoned, his 
son, Albert, had him moved 
to Glenwood, according to 
Schrader’s research. Born in 
1848, Lentz served with the 1st 
Minnesota Cavalry during the 
Civil War.

At the end of his service and 
aft er returning home, he con-
tracted an intestinal disease 
and died shortly thereaft er. He 
left  a wife and fi ve children.

Huff man said he had always 
been led to believe that Lentz 
was engaged in the Battle of 
Lookout Mountain. When he 
discovered his service in the 
1st Minnesota Mounted Rang-
ers, however, he realized he 
couldn’t have been involved at 

Lookout Mountain.
“I’d like to discover that he 

was actually stationed at Chat-
tanooga, which, of course, is 
the base of Lookout Moun-
tain,” he wrote.

“This highlighted the impor-
tance of researching the fam-
ily stories for the element of 
truth and discovering where 
it wasn’t quite passed down 
correctly.”

Although she was able to 
fi nd descendants of Lentz, 
Schrader said she has been 
unable to fi nd any descen-
dants of Poole.

Many organizations come 
together to successfully com-
plete such an undertaking. 
Huff man and Schrader worked 
with Gary Mace at Glenwood 
Cemetery; Dale Van Thuyne at 
Cemetery Services LLC; Tom 
Miller with Monuments by 
Miller; and Woodland Hills, 
who allowed the stone to be 

delivered and stored over the 
winter.

The Anthony Wayne Chapter 
of the DAR donated funds. 
The SUVCW joined in through 
Schrader’s eff orts on a Blue 
Earth County Civil War veter-
ans database.

“When Julie told us the Boy 
in Blue wanted to dedicate 
two monuments at Glenwood 
we were all excited,” Huff man 
said. “But since we don’t live 
in the Mankato area, it took 
a little coordination to fi nd 
a date and time that would 
work.”

Not only did they fi nd the 
date and time, but Huff man 
and his family also found that 
Peter’s brothers, Michael and 
Peter Richard, had also served 
in the Union Army. He was 
unfamiliar with them because 
Michael died while in service 
and Peter Richard moved to 
California, he said.

In another bit of new fam-
ily news, Schrader had asked 
Huff man about Charles Veigel, 
who married Peter’s sister, 
Susan.

“I had not realized that 
Charles served with Peter and 
that appears to be how Charles 
married into the family,” Huff -
man said.

HEADSTONES: Some pieces of family legend disproven
Continued from Page B1

By Mike Lagerquist
Special to The Free Press

Peter A. Lentz was born in 
Luxembourg on May 1, 1832. 
He enlisted in the 1st Min-
nesota Cavalry Regiment on 
Nov. 11, 1862, and was com-
missioned into Company E as 
a 2nd lieutenant on Dec. 10 of 
that year. He was 30 years old.

Aft er serving with his com-
pany in the Minnesota-Dakota 
War, he was mustered out on 
Nov. 11, 1863, according to 
Schrader’s research. He re-
enlisted on Feb. 14, 1865, and 
was commissioned as a 2nd 
lieutenant into Company F, 
1st Minnesota Heavy Artillery 
Regiment.

The largest Minnesota unit at 
1,700 men, it was assigned to 
garrison duty at Chattanooga, 
Tennessee. It oversaw the 
heavy guns of forts defending 
the city in anticipation of an 
attack by Gen. John Bell Hood. 
It did not see combat against 
the Confederacy.

Lentz was promoted to 1st 
lieutenant on Aug. 14, 1865, 

and was mustered out on Sept. 
27, 1865. His wife, Katharina 
Englehart, had married in 
1856 and had fi ve children: Ka-
tie, Albert, Josephine, Albert 
Herbert and Ida.

He died on Oct. 18, 1865, 
aft er contracting intestinal 
disease. He was 33 years old.

James Poole
James Poole was born in 

Kettering Borough, Northamp-
tonshire, England, in 1839. He 
enlisted into the 2nd Wiscon-
sin Cavalry Regiment on Feb. 
2, 1862, then mustered into 
Company M as a private that 
same day. He was 23 years old.

He was promoted to corporal 
and transferred to Company 
L on March 1, 1862. He served 
at the siege of Vicksburg, and 
possibly in the Jackson cam-
paign. He was discharged for 
disability on July 17, 1863.

Poole married Lucinda 
Hiestand in 1865 and they had 
three children: Edwin, Charles 
and Mary. He died at age 42 on 
Aug. 14, 1881.

Civil War soldier biographies
“This highlighted the importance 
of researching the family stories 

for the element of truth and 
discovering where it wasn’t quite 

passed down correctly.”

ROGER HOFFMAN


